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No Weapon Formed Against You Shall Prosper
Acts 23:1-35

Introduction:

I. Paul Delivered from the Devout – 23:1-11
A. Paul’s Passion – 23:1-5

1. The High Priest had a Bad Disposition. 
Ananias’ response is in keeping with what is known about him from Josephus, who described him as insolent, hot-tempered, profane, and greedy. 

a. He was Angered by Paul – 23:1-2
“Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, “Men and brethren, ﻿﻿I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.” 
Paul said in Phil. 3:6
“concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless”. 
This is the record of his external righteousness.
“And the high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him ﻿﻿to strike him on the mouth.”
The man standing in front of me – obviously guilty of something and claiming to have a good conscience, smack him on the mouth.

b. He was Answered by Paul – 23:3

“Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! For you sit to judge me according to the law, and ﻿﻿do you command me to be struck contrary to the law?” 
The command was illegal because the accused was presumed innocent until proven guilty. Jesus was treated the same way and challenged the legality of it. (John 18:20-23)
Paul called him a “whitewashed wall”, meaning they looked good on the outside, but the paint covered up many inward flaws. Jesus called the Pharisees the same thing in John 18:20-23,
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! ﻿﻿For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness.” 

2. The High Priest had Bad Decorum – 23:4-5
“And those who stood by said, “Do you revile God’s high priest?” Then Paul said, ﻿﻿“I did not know, brethren, that he was the high priest; for it is written, ﻿﻿‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.’” {Ex. 22:28}, {Eccl. 12:20}
Why did Paul not know that it was the High Priest?
 1. Probably not his eyesight. It was not a large room and Paul had “looked intently at the Sanhedrin” (verse 1)
2. Maybe he did not know who said it.

3. It was an informal hearing. The high priest was not wearing his priestly garments.
4. Maybe he was being sarcastic he would not recognize such a violent man as a priest. 

In any case, He apologized immediately, as he should have. 

B. Paul’s Plan – 23:6-10a

1. The rupture – 23:6
“But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Men and brethren, ﻿﻿I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; ﻿﻿concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead I am being judged!” 

The key to this verse: the Sadducees do not believe in any resurrection or spirit beings. The Pharisees believe in both. Paul had played divide and conquer. The Pharisees sided with him and they had a stalemate. Was Paul right in doing this maneuver?
Question: Did Paul tell the truth?
He was a Pharisee.
He was being judged because of the hope of the resurrection.
Answer:  Paul did tell the truth.

Yet Paul did understand that they might have seen that as an unfair tactic.


Paul before Felix the Roman (See 24:21),

“Or else let those who are here themselves say ﻿﻿if they found any wrongdoing in me while I stood before the council, unless it is for this one statement which I cried out, standing among them, ﻿﻿‘Concerning the resurrection of the dead I am being judged by you this day.’ ” 

What was the charge against Paul? That he had taken a Gentile into the Temple. So, while he had told the truth, He had not told the whole truth.
2. The result – 23:7-8

a. Two Parties – 23:7

“And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the Sadducees; and the assembly was divided.”
The Pharisees and Sadducees were always at each other’s throats. Pharisees were closer to the Christian position. Paul was a Pharisee.
b. Two Positions – 23:8

For Sadducees say that there is no resurrection—and no angel or spirit; but the Pharisees confess both. Paul now has the ideal situation:
Liberals vs. Conservatives;

Agnostics vs. Fundamentalists;

The Left vs. The Right
3. The Revolt – 23:9-10a

“Then there arose a loud outcry. And the scribes of the Pharisees’ party arose and protested, saying, ﻿﻿“We find no evil in this man; ﻿﻿but ﻿﻿if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him, ﻿﻿let us not fight against God. Now when there arose a great dissension,

The Pharisees had turned away from the Sadducees in favor of the detested Christians. Paul was in more danger from the Jewish council than he was from the Gentiles.
C. Paul’s Prospect – 23:10b-11
1. Saved by the Soldiers – 23:10b

“the commander, fearing lest Paul might be pulled to pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go down and take him by force from among them, and bring him into the barracks.”
For Paul’s safety he is rescued by the soldiers. So it is back to the barracks in Antonia fortress. The captain still does not know the charge against Paul.
2. Strengthened by the Lord – 23:11
“But ﻿﻿the following night the Lord stood by him and said, ﻿﻿“Be of good cheer, Paul; for as you have testified for Me in ﻿﻿Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness at ﻿﻿Rome.” 

How do you think Paul felt? I am a failure. They told me not to go to Jerusalem. I can’t get to Rome now.
Then The Lord stood by him. Not, the Lord came into the room. But, the Lord Who was there all the time, made Himself visible to Paul. What a confidence builder for Paul, for now and the future. What condescension for the Lord to do this (not an angel, but the Lord, Himself). What a confirmation for Paul’s plans to go to Rome.
II. Paul Delivered from the Dissidents – 23:12-35 
A. The Role of the Conspirators – 23:12-22
1. The Plot was Formed – 23:12-15

a. The Radicals – 23:12-13

“And when it was day, ﻿﻿some of the Jews banded together and bound themselves under an oath, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they had ﻿﻿killed Paul. Now there were more than forty who had formed this conspiracy.”
There were 40 of them. They will not eat or drink until they had killed Paul.

b. The Rulers – 23:14

“They came to the chief priests and ﻿﻿elders, and said, “We have bound ourselves under a great oath that we will eat nothing until we have killed Paul.”
It’s one thing for these radicals to hatch this plot, but now the religious leaders join them. The plot was impossible without them and they cooperated with evil.
c. The Ruse – 23:15

“Now you, therefore, together with the council, suggest to the commander that he be brought down to you ﻿﻿tomorrow, as though you were going to make further inquiries {διαγνώσομαι} concerning him; but we are ready to kill him before he comes near.” 

They are going to diagnose him further. Then they will kill him. And these religious men agree to that.
2. The plot was foiled – 23:16-23
a. Reported to the Apostle – 23:16

So when Paul’s sister’s son heard of their ambush, she went and entered the barracks and told Paul. 

=====================================
We don’t know much about Paul’s family. Some have surmised that he was from a well-to-do family and was disinherited by his father when he became a Christian. 
Phil. 3:8 “…Christ Jesus my Lord,” for whom I have suffered the loss of all things,…”
In Rom. 16:7, “Greet Andronicus (sister?) and Junia (nephew?) my relatives,﻿﻿ συγγενεῖς, who were in prison with me; used 11 times -συγγενὴς could be countrymen
· Paul had a visit from Jesus Himself Who told Paul that he would speak before Caesar in Rome. Do you think that is for sure?

· Remember, Paul had recently written Romans in which he affirmed God’s control over all things, and His provision and protection for His people (Rom. 8:28) Now some men are trying to kill him.
Question: So, why shouldn’t Paul just say, “Don’t worry about it. God won’t let that happen.” God is in control!

Answer: Because God uses means, mine. I have an appointed time to die, so why bother to look both ways before I cross the street? He gave me enough sense to look out for cars.

b. Reported to the authorities – 23:17-21

1)  Nephew taken to the captain – 23:17-18
“Then Paul called one of the centurions to him and said, “Take this young man to the commander, for he has something to tell him.” So he took him and brought him to the commander and said, “Paul the prisoner called me to him and asked me to bring this young man to you. He has something to say to you.” 

Paul will get to Rome. God will intervene, but He will use Paul to get it done.
We do what we can do and rely upon God to do the rest.
Peter in jail in chapter 12:7-8 (sermon #21)
“Now behold, ﻿﻿an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the prison; and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains fell off his hands. Then the angel said to him, “Gird yourself and tie on your sandals”; and so he did. And he said to him, “Put on your garment and follow me.”
2)  Nephew treated well by the captain – 23:19-21
“Then the commander took him by the hand, went aside, and asked privately, “What is it that you have to tell me?” And he said, ﻿﻿“The Jews have agreed to ask that you bring Paul down to the council tomorrow, as though they were going to inquire more fully about him But do not yield to them, for more than forty of them lie in wait for him, men who have bound themselves by an oath that they will neither eat nor drink till they have killed him; and now they are ready, waiting for the promise from you.” 

The commander listened to what Paul’s nephew had to say. Why should he listen to a young boy? God was in control of the situation. 

3)  Nephew trusted by the captain – 23:22
“So the commander let the young man depart, and commanded him, “Tell no one that you have revealed these things to me.”  After he listened, he believed him.”
B. The Role of the Commander – 23:23-35
1. Paul Sent to Caesarea – 23:23-30
a. The Full Escort – 23:23-24

“And he called for two centurions, saying, “Prepare two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen, and two hundred spearmen to go to ﻿﻿Caesarea at the third hour of the night; and provide mounts to set Paul on, and bring him safely to Felix the governor.” 

How many conspirators were there? - About 40.

How many soldiers? - 470
They went out at night. The gates were locked. The conspirators could not get out. They still haven’t eaten.

b. The Fair Epistle – 23:25-30

1)  He lied about himself – 23:25-28
“He wrote a letter in the following manner: Claudius Lysias, to the most excellent governor Felix: Greetings. This man was seized by the Jews and was about to be killed by them. Coming with the troops I rescued him, having learned that he was a Roman. And when I wanted to know the reason they accused him, I brought him before their council. I rescued him having learned that he was a Roman citizen.”

Wrong! He didn’t know until later. He also neglected to mention that he had bound him for scourging.

2)  He told the truth about Paul – 23:29-30

“I found out that he was accused ﻿﻿concerning questions of their law, ﻿﻿but had nothing charged against him deserving of death or chains. And ﻿﻿when it was told me that ﻿﻿the Jews lay in wait for the man, I sent him immediately to you, and ﻿﻿also commanded his accusers to state before you the charges against him. Farewell.”

I learned about the plot, so I sent him to you. Let the accusers come to you and bring charges.

2. Paul Stayed in Caesarea – 23:31-35

a. The Journey – 23:31-33
“Then the soldiers, as they were commanded, took Paul and brought him by night to Antipatris. The next day they left the horsemen to go on with him, and returned to the barracks. When they came to ﻿﻿Caesarea and had delivered the ﻿﻿letter to the governor, they also presented Paul to him.”
Antipatris was about 40 miles from Jerusalem and 27 more mile to Caesarea. The danger is over by then so the infantry men go back to Jerusalem and the others go on to Caesarea. They gave the governor the letter and Paul.
b. The Judge – 23:34-35

“And when the governor had read it, he asked what province he was from. And when he understood that he was from ﻿﻿Cilicia, he said, ﻿﻿“I will hear you when your accusers also have come.” And he commanded him to be kept in ﻿﻿Herod’s ﻿﻿Praetorium.”
The question of his hometown was asked because that was first choice for trial. Felix did not want to make the Jews go that far so he decided to hear the case in Caesarea. The witnesses would have to be present. Paul will speak three times before Felix, Festus and Agrippa II.
Conclusion:

Paul is on his way to Rome. Not the way he had envisioned it, but he is still going just as Jesus had promised.

